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#ChippewasAbroad

Immersion in the
language and culture
Students maximize their language studies by putting them in
practice daily while living abroad. By Drew Thomasson & Jake Bush
Howell senior, Alexis Vitta was on her flight home from
ISA Pontificia Universidad Catolica de Valparaiso in Chile
last July. She happened to next to a woman who had
never traveled alone. The woman didn’t know English
and was nervous and uncomfortable. Vitta managed to
comfort her, making her feel safe traveling to the U.S.
from take off to landing.
“She could hardly understand and comprehend what
was going on and I was able to translate everything
and help her to become more comfortable and
arrive safely,” she said. “That moment truly made me
feel accomplished with my learning capabilities and
improvements in Spanish,”
Immersive study abroad programs, such as Vitta’s, enable
students to learn language as an active participant in
the culture, better assuring mastery.
During his time abroad, Howell junior, Nathan Holmes
studied at the same site as Vitta, taking five courses in
Spanish, despite majoring in biomedical sciences. He
Howell junior, Nathan Holmes takes a break during a hiking excursion in
Patagonia, Argentina. Programs have an option to add a service learning
option through a host organization for a full language immersion to
increase language proficiency and gain valuable international experience.

also served as a Teacher’s Assistant for an English class.
His goal was to become confident with his Spanish as
well as submerge himself into the culture.
“I plan to become a surgeon where there is a high
Hispanic population, such as Florida where I can try to
help bridge the cultural and lingual gaps in relation
to the health care system,” Holmes said. “I have heard
testimonials of doctors who talk about how useful it
would be to speak Spanish, not only to communicate
with their patients, but to be able to understand their
culture, as well.”
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Follow Study Abroad
2016
Study Abroad
Ambassadors

These students will be the resource for the
university and for Study Abroad. Please look
to them to direct students for information
about the program and as your connection
to the office.

Josh Briscoe, South Korea
Tiffany Cline, Mexico
Nicole DiFiore, Italy
Kaylee Goretski, United Kingdom
Stephanie Hodges, France & Ireland
Nathan Holmes, Chile
Dalton Olivarez, Australia
Vivian Quitmeyer, Ghana
Marco Ruiz-Acosta, Spain
Evan Scarbrough, Denmark
Dylan Sherman, Italy
Alexis Vitta, Spain & Chile
Kyla Walton, Costa Rica
Bailey Wessel, Czech Republic
& Hong Kong
Kayla Yob, Spain

A note on study abroad

CURRICULUM
INTEGRATION
To encourage students to study abroad
and better guide them to suitable
programs, a national best practice
is to integrate study abroad into the
curriculum. This project is being
launched this year at CMU by Study
Abroad. The goal is to work with faculty
across campus to determine course
credit to be earned and in what term
is best for students in the academic
discipline to go abroad. Students want
to earn credit toward their degrees
when they go abroad and curriculum
integration will allow them to see
exactly when and where study abroad is
the best fit. We will then work with the
faculty and enrollment management
to ensure the newly internationalized
program is effectively marketed to
future CMU students. Faculty ready
to work on curriculum integration are
invited to contact Dianne De Salvo,
Director of Study Abroad (desal1ds@
cmich.edu or 989-774-4308).

Deadlines to know
Summer Study Abroad Application
Deadline February 15, 2017
Fall Study Abroad Application
Deadline February 28, 2017
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STUDY ABROAD
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Ronan 344
Tuesdays 10 a.m.
Wednesdays 3:30 p.m.
Thursdays 2 p.m.

Study Abroad 101 serves as the students’ source
to get a basic overview of the process of studying
abroad. Here, they will get one-on-one time with
ambassadors for the office who have been abroad
within the last year in a relaxed setting to encourage
an open dialogue.

After attending, they should be able to choose the
program that meets both their academic and personal
needs. They will learn how to fund the expenses
related to study abroad, how to obtain course credit
approval for degree requirements, and how to apply
for their study abroad program.
Students must attend before making an appointment
with an advisor.

New Advising Staff
Study Abroad started off the
semester with a fresh advising
team starting off with new
Faculty-Led Program Coodinator,
Anjam Chaudhary (top photo),
in June. New advisors, Hannah
Faustmann (middle photo) and
Marko Schubert (bottom photo)
joined the team at the end of
August. Hannah’s advising
includes: accounting, art & design,
apparel merchandising and design,
biology, business, earth science,
economics, electrical engineering,
engineering and technology,
entrepreneurship, environmental
studies, finance & law, food
services, French, geography,
geology, hospitality, international
business, Japanese, management,
marketing & hospitality, mechanical
engineering, meteorology, physics,
psychology, Spanish, and Theatre.
Marko’s advising includes:
anthropology, Arabic, biomedical
sciences, broadcast & cinematic
arts, chemistry, child development,
Chinese, communications,
communication disorders,
computer science, criminal justice,
dietetics, English language &
literature, family studies, German,
gerontology, graphic design,
health sciences, history, interior design, integrative public
relations, journalism, mathematics, music, museum
studies, neuroscience, philosophy, physical education,
political science, pre-med, recreation, religion, social work,
sociology, and teacher education.

Executive Director of International
Affairs: Bill Holmes
Director of Study Abroad:
Dianne DeSalvo
Study Abroad Advisors:
Hannah Faustmann & Marko Schubert
Faculty-Led Program Coordinator:
Anjam Chaudhary
Communications Coordinator:
Jake Bush
Executive Assistant: Marci Mayhew
Office Specialist: Lori Swift
Administrative Assistant:
Donna Mayes
Graduate Assistant:
Hannah Reagan
Communications Interns:
Drew Thomasson & Brad Tooker

Coming Events
Wed., Oct. 19: Passport Fair; UC
Mackinaw Room; 1-4 p.m.
Come to the Bovee University Center Mackinaw
Room to quickly and easily apply for a passport.
Representatives from the Isabella County Register
of Deeds will be on hand to assist with the
process. To apply, you must bring: 1) a certified
copy of your birth certificate, 2) a copy of the
front and back of your driver’s license (a copy
of a second ID if the driver’s license is not from
Michigan), 3) a passport photo, 4) a check or
money order to the U.S. Department of State,
check travel.state.gov for the exact amount, 5) a
separate check or cash in the amount of $25 to
the Register of Deeds for processing.

Tue., Oct. 25: ISA Internship
Information Sessions; TBD
The ISA representative for international
internships will be on campus making
presentations for students and faculty. Any faculty
member who works with students on internships
is encouraged to attend a session. These sessions
are also ideal for students who are interested in
taking an internship abroad.

Tue., Nov. 8: Faculty-Led
Program Development
Workshop; TBD; 11-1:30 p.m.
Open the world to your students offering them
the opportunity to study abroad through service
learning designated faculty-led programs. FacultyLed Programs Coordinator, Anjam Chaudhary
and Service-Learning Coordinator, Kayla Tucker
will lead an informational conversation to discuss
the various options available for Faculty to
internationalize their course curriculum as well
making it experiential learning-oriented. This is
a great opportunity to connect with like-minded
colleagues who have led students abroad as well
as those interested in leading a group for the first
time. Lunch is included.

Wed., Nov. 9: PRSSA Internship Fair; UC
Rotunda; 10 a.m.- 3 p.m.
The ISA representative for international
internships will be on campus making
presentations for students and faculty. Any faculty
member who works with students on internships
is encouraged to attend a session. These sessions
are also ideal for students who are interested in
taking an internship abroad.

Immersion in the language and culture,
cont’d: The ISA program in Valpariso comes
with an option to enroll in a month-long,
fully immersive service learning option after
completing a full semester course load.

Faculty leads students
to Czech Republic

Both Holmes and Vitta opted for
homestays with Chilean families. Their
education initially worked against them
because they learned Spanish in a different
dialect.
“When I was in Chile I was told that if I could
understand Chilean Spanish that I would
be able to conquer just about any Spanish
because they speak so fast,” Vitta said. “Aside
from speaking fast they also used a variety of
‘chilenismos’ and different words to describe
variety of things.”

Spanish major, Alexis Vitta stands atop a mural that
reads “WE ARE NOT HIPPIES, WE ARE HAPPIES” in
Valparaiso, Chile.

The Study Abroad Program was able
to deliver those goals and then some.
Holmes learned to speak the local tongue
and therefore was able to experience the
Chilean culture in greater detail.
“When learning the Spanish language you
encounter some of the richest (in terms of
quality) cultures in the world and their
culture means a lot to them,”
Holmes said. “I hope to be
able to use my Spanish to
help bridge the American
healthcare system with that
culture.”

FAST FACTS

5,000+

CMU STUDENTS
STUDIED ABROAD IN
THE LAST 10 YEARS

2015-2016 TOTAL
PARTICIPATION
Cast performs a scene from the play during a 2013 dress
rehearsal, photo courtesy of CMU University Communications.

It is a rare occasion to see one’s own research played
out on a stage 4,320 miles away from CMU. Dr. Lauren
McConnell’s main research project in the last several
years involved researching and reconstructing the
children’s play “Terezín’s The Fireflies” complete with
music.
Originally created and performed in the Terezín
Ghetto, essentially a concentration camp during
World War II, McConnell arranged a group of six CMU
students to close out the “Out of the Shadows” festival
on September 25, led by Professor Keeley StanleyBohn and Mina Son in Terezín, Czech Republic. The
festival is part of the international research projects:
“Performing the Jewish Archive”.
“It fit perfectly and was appropriate to perform in
Terezín as opposed to Prague,” McConnell said. “This
performance brought the play full circle.”
McConnell’s first presentation of “The Fireflies” was in
2013, here at CMU and was taken to Denmark in 2015.
Challenges for arranging this faculty-led program
came from arranging schedules for those involved and
figuring out which props and costumes to bring along
and what may be acquired in the Czech Republic, all
while making the festival arrangements in Czech.
She said she’s learned more with each performance
and with new information coming in, comes changes
in the show, including two new songs arranged by Dr.
José-Luis Maúrtua.

Intern experience from Australia
Dalton Olivarez, senior, completed an
eight-week internship as a Production
Assistant with Hi 5 World, a local
television show.
Olivarez was able to easily apply for his
internship online and had no problem
getting approval to take it for credit,
making the entire process stress free.
The living accommodations allowed
him to quickly make friendships and
get comfortable with the city.
His program provided activities for all
of the students to participate in during
their time abroad. These activities
included hiking in the mountains,

going to sporting events and watching
horse races. Olivarez said the program
even planned networking events. His
overall experience was exactly what he
was looking for.
Students who want to complete an
internship as part of the academic
program may do so abroad.
Study Abroad works with several
organizations that will make internship
placements for students. Application
deadlines are typically 6-9 months
prior to the internship start date so
students are encouraged to make an
appointment with a Study Abroad
Advisor early.

639 STUDENTS
UNDERGRADUATES: 566
GRADUATES: 27
DOCTORAL: 40
INTERNATIONAL
STUDENTS: 6

PARTICIPATION BY
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NATIVE: 1%
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Faculty & Student Resources

GILMAN
WRITING

Chips on the map
The Institute for International Education (IIE) created the
Generation Study Abroad challenge to increase the number
of U.S. students who study abroad. CMU joined the challenge
in 2014 and, thus far, the number of CMU students who have
studied abroad has increased by 25 percent.

The Benjamin A. Gilman International
Scholarship offers grants for high need,
U.S. citizens to pursue their studies or
credit-bearing internships abroad. More
than 2,800 scholarships with amounts
varying based on time abroad.

This scholarship allows students to put
their intent behind study abroad to
the forefront and also gives them and
opportunity to give back to CMU or their
own community through two writing
components: 1) A Statement of Purpose
Essay and 2) A Follow-on Service Project.
Summer application deadline is March
7, 2017.

Financial Aid

Students may apply their existing financial
aid toward the cost of study abroad in
most cases. The Study Abroad Advisors
will provide students with a budget sheet
that includes all academic expenses
including tuition, housing, airfare,
passport, and visa. Students may apply for
additional financial aid through the Office
of Scholarships and Financial Aid based
on the cost of study abroad. Pell Grant
recipients should also consider applying
for the Gilman Scholarship.
Study Abroad offers approximately
$160,000 in scholarship awards to
students per year and typically 70 percent
of all applicants receive some form of aid.
Amounts vary based on time abroad and
need.
Additional scholarship options are
available on the Study Abroad website .
For more information involving
Scholarships and Financial Aid, students
are advised to contact Maggie Polley for
an appointment by phone at (989) 7747449 or by email at davis1m@cmich.edu.

University Communications published a
map through Google My Maps indicating
the location of 27 students and where they
studied abroad.
Each student’s location is marked with a
pin, as shown in the bottom picture. After
clicking a pin, the student’s name will
appear with a short quote reflecting on their
experience and a few images from their time
abroad.
Students looking to study abroad are able to
use the map to match faces and experiences
with potential programs they may be
interested in, while also gaining student
contacts to ask questions or advice about
pre-departure requirements.

Course
Approval

Less than 10 percent
of undergraduate
students in the U.S.
have the chance to
participate in a study
abroad program1.
In an increasingly
interconnnected world,
modern employers
want employees who
have an international
perspective and cross
cultural skills.

GSA goals include:
-Support the national 		
goal to double overall 		
study abroad enrollment 		
by 2020.
-Increase outreach to 		
first-generation, high need 		
and underrepresented 		
minorities as part			
of its university-wide early 		
student success focus on 		
high impact learning 			
strategies.

Study abroad is now
an essential part of any
university degree offering students the opportunity to acquire
valued knowledge and skills to enhance their education and
give them an edge in the job market.

Low Cost Options

Students are strongly encouraged to
ask CMU faculty advisors to approve
courses to be taken abroad for CMU
credit prior to departure. Course
credits and grades are recorded
on the CMU transcripts along with
the course designator and name.
Faculty are encouraged to contact
Study Abroad with any questions
about course credit transfer.

Presentations

If you would like to request a
classroom presentation, please
contact Hannah Reagan at
reaga1hc@cmich.edu with the
subject, room and length of time
desired.

CMU undergraduate students have
the opportunity to study abroad for a
semester and pay CMU tuition at one of
the following institutions:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

University of Groningen, The
Netherlands (Top photo)
Lingnan University, Hong Kong
Universita’ Cattolica del Sacro
Cuore, Italy (Milan)
Nanyang Technological University,
Singapore (Middle photo)
Nara University of Education, Japan
Korea University-Sejong,
South Korea (Bottom photo)
Ruhr Universitat Bochum, Germany
IPAG, France (Nice)

Students should consider this option if
they are independent and self-directed,
want a full cultural immersion, and a
low-cost program.

CMU is an AA/EO institution, providing equal opportunity to all persons, including minorities, females, veterans and individuals with disabilities.

330 Ronan Hall
Contact the
Central Michigan University
MI 48859
Office of Study Abroad Mt. Pleasant,
Office hours:
www.studyabroad.cmich.edu

Monday-Friday 8-5

Phone: (989) 774-4308
Fax: (989) 774-3690
Email: studyabr@cmich.edu

